
St. Mary MacKillop (1842 – 1909) was the frst Australian to be canonized as a saint. 
Coming from a needy family, she had great love for the poor, especially in educating 
them. She became a teacher and was soon setting up schools to help people. Desiring to 
live only for Jesus, St. Mary founded a religious order called Sisters of St. Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart. The Josephite order grew quickly and have schools and institutions all over 
Australia today. St. Mary MacKillop’s feast day is on 8 August.
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St. Stephen the First Martyr (c. 34AD) was one of the first Deacons of the Church. A 
Deacon is specially appointed to serve the Church. St. Stephen was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and worked miracles and signs among the people. Some Jewish leaders who were 
against Christians tried to debate with him but he was much wiser than them. St. 
Stephen said, ‘I can see heaven thrown open and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God.’ They were mad at him and killed him by throwing stones at him. Before he died, St. 
Stephen said, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ His feast day is on 26 December.
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St. Veronica (1st century AD) was a holy woman from Jerusalem who wiped Jesus’ Face 
with a piece of cloth when He was carrying the cross. According to tradition, the Face of 
Christ was miraculously imprinted on the cloth. Little is known about St. Veronica but her 
act of love for Jesus has inspired people for ages. This act is commemorated in the sixth 
Station of the Cross, a devotion practiced during Lent. St. Veronica’s feast day is on 12 
July.
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St. Matthew, also known as Levi, was a tax collector before Jesus called him to follow 
Him. The people considered him a great sinner but Jesus said, ‘I have come not to call 
the righteous, but sinners.’ St. Matthew was also an evangelist since he wrote one of the 
Gospels in the Bible. He is often portrayed with a winged man, one of the four creatures 
near the throne of God described in the Book of Revelations. St. Matthew’s feast day is 
on 21 September.

4



St. Andrew was the brother of St. Peter and they were both fishermen. When St. Andrew first saw Jesus, he followed Him to His
house and listened to Him. Then St. Andrew quickly introduced Jesus to his brother St. Peter, saying ‘We have found the Messiah!’. 
After the Resurrection of Jesus, St. Andrew went to preach in the Eastern Roman Empire. The Romans wanted him dead and he 
requested to be crucified on an x-shaped cross, deeming himself unworthy to die on the same type of cross as Jesus did. St. 
Andrew’s feast day is on 30 November.

5


