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19th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Coronavirus Covid-19 School Closure from Friday 20th March 
Firstly, I would like to thank all parents and carers for the support you have given to the 
school during these very difficult times. We have worked very hard to try to keep the school 
running as normally as possible over the last few days and the positivity you and your children 
bring to school each day is invaluable to us.  

No one in our school community, children nor staff, has been tested and confirmed as 
positive for the Coronavirus Covid-19 as far as I am aware.  However, we do have a number 
of staff who are self isolating as they have some mild symptoms or have family members with 
symptoms, as advised by Public Health England and the Department of Education. We also 
have a number of staff who are in the ‘vulnerable’ category and have been advised to work 
from home. This appears to be a similar pattern nationally and the government have now 
decided to direct all schools in England to close for the vast majority of pupils from Friday 
20th March until further notice. 
There will be a small number of children who will be invited to continue to come to school 
and be cared for by a skeleton staff. Further information will be sent to parents following the 
further government announcements expected today. 
 
Home Learning 
All children will receive a pack of resources to support them with their home learning and all 
of this information will be available from tomorrow and uploaded to the ‘Classes’ page of the 
school website labelled ‘Home Learning’. Click on the relevant class. The ‘Learning Links’ 
page will also take you to online platforms that you can log onto using the logins provided.  
The class teacher has a class email address and has included it in your child’s pack, it can also 
be found on the school website.  The email is to be used to support you if you are having 
difficulty using the resources. Teachers will access their email between 10am and 3pm 
Monday to Friday during term time and they will try to reply to you within 48 working hours. 
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There is enough work loaded onto the website for all ages and abilities up until the Easter 
break. Following this, more detailed weekly lessons will be uploaded for children to work 
through after the Easter break.   
The physical and mental well being of the children is the biggest priority to consider at the 
moment. They are feeling anxious and worried.  Please consider this when working through 
lessons with them and give them time to play, talk, relax and exercise as much as possible.    
 
Free School Meals  
If you have informed us that you are in receipt of benefits and are entitled to Free School 
Meals, a further letter will be sent to you during next week informing you how you will 
continue to receive the free school meal entitlement for your child.  
 
Communication 
We want to continue to support you during this difficult time. The school website will 
provide all the relevant information for parents and you can email me at 
head@sacredheart-jun.manchester.sch.uk or leave a message on the school telephone (the 
phone will be answered if staff are available). 
 
Finally, there is no doubt that this is a difficult time for us all. I will pray that you and your 
families find strength and comfort throughout the weeks ahead. In the words of Pope 
Francis: “Tonight, before falling asleep, think about when we will return to the street. When 
we hug again, when all the shopping together will seem like a party. Let's think about when 
the coffees will return to the bar, the small talk, the photos close to each other...” 
 
God bless, 

S. Walker 
Headteacher 


