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                                    A Poem Written by Mr Worthington During Lockdown 

                                        Sacred Heart, Sacré-Cœur, 

                                       A wonderful school, we all concur, 

At our centre, is where Jesus stands, 

Through these hard times, He holds our hands, 

Where every heart is sacred, our belief, 

We’ll be back soon, a massive relief, 

Friends and colleagues, we miss each other dearly, 

But a time to reflect, so we can see things clearly, 

Assemblies, classwork, ticking over brains, 

Although we’re at home, our dedication remains, 

What time shall I wake up, where’s the 5 to 9 bell? 

Or no bag to pack for Friday’s show and tell, 

3 months at least, they say on the news, 

     It will fly by, don’t panic, until you lace up your shoe   

   You’re safe at home now, this is just a position, 

  We’ll be back at school soon, to continue our mission. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

We would usually be spending this last week of term 

together with the children and as a school 

community, praying and reflecting on the events of 

Holy Week. This is always a special time for us and 

it’s sad that we’re not able to pray the Stations of 

the Cross together as we always do. The children 

always bring Holy Week to life for us.  

I do hope you’ve been able to tap into some of the 

prayer resources available on the website and our 

twitter feed to help you and your family experience 

a special Holy Week together and celebrate Easter 

as a family with the knowledge of Jesus’ love and 

the hope that brings to each one of us, our families 

and community especially during these difficult 

times. 

I wish you a very happy and Holy Easter when it 

arrives on Sunday.  

Stay safe and God bless, Mrs Walker                                 

FOODclub     

 

Family Action offers weekly FOOD Clubs to reduce food 

waste and to provide families with a variety of low-cost 

food every week. They currently operate the clubs in 

Greater Manchester with the help of wonderful 

volunteers. 

At a total cost of £3.50 per week there will be a wide 

variety of food available. To find out more and 

register email: Manchesterfoodclubs@family-

action.org.uk or telephone 0161 219 2580     
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Home Learning          

                                    

            

It has been delightful to see some of the activities that children and families have been taking 

part in since the school closed. Children have been painting rainbows, planting seeds, baking 

cakes, building castles, writing books and designing clothes. These are just a few examples 

and the list goes on and on!! Such fabulous creativity and fun times!  

 

The children are also using the wonderful resources set up for them by the teachers on our 

school website and some have chosen to enrol in google classroom. 

 

Whatever learning activity children are choosing to do – make sure it’s enjoyable for all. 

Learning really should be fun and it shouldn’t be causing parents too much stress or anxiety 

either. You have enough to worry about at the moment. 

 

As Good Friday arrives, followed by the Easter holidays, teachers will not be posting any new 

materials for Google Classroom. Pupils can of course continue to work on the activities 

previously provided. In addition, the school website has links to each individual class, where 

further details about free online resources can be found. Please follow this 

link: https://sacredheartschool-gorton.org.uk/learning/ 
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Fr Kevin’s Homily on Maundy Thursday 9th April 2020 

 
I still remember Bishop John Arnold’s words to me at my ordination four years ago.  He gave the example of 
Pope Francis who had spoken to some newly elected cardinals in Rome. 
Apparently, the Pope had told these cardinals in no uncertain terms, “Gentlemen, this is not a step up into 
the executive lounge, it’s a step down into service.” 
And then I remember an incident in church soon after – Just after I’d celebrated the Monday morning Mass 
in which I’d spoken about vocation, a retired parishioner passed by me just outside the sacristy and said, 
“Father, I’ve found my vocation at last.”  And he brandished a bottle of Domestos and explained that he was 
off to clean the toilets. 
However light-hearted he was being, isn’t it a good example of what Jesus calls us to?  We are sent from the 
Mass not to be puffed up with religious pride but to roll our sleeves up and get on with some humble service. 
Jesus makes this clear at the end of the Gospel extract we’ve just heard: “If I then, the Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, you should wash each other’s feet.  I have given you an example so that you may copy 
what I have done to you.” 
It’s wonderful to see in a parish like this just how many of you are involved in serving in some way or 
another.  Parishioners here help in setting up for Mass and greeting, Sacramental Programme, as Eucharistic 
ministers, in music, reading, cleaning, flowers, counting money, tea and coffee, Garden Project, Food Bank, 
burning wood and so on.  And forgive me if I have left some people out. 
And for other people, their humble service is sometimes not directly the Church itself.  They are called to look 
after their children, their relatives or the sick.  Or it may be that their paid or voluntary work makes up their 
vocation to follow the Lord.  I think Christian service is quite easy to understand, even if not always to put 
into practice. 
But there’s a deeper message than just being called to serve.  Look at Simon Peter’s first reaction to 
Jesus.  “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” he asks and soon after he says, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
Why is Simon Peter so reluctant to allow Jesus to wash his feet?  In the society of the day, this would be the 
task of the most humble servant or a slave – and Simon Peter certainly recognised Jesus for who he was and 
so this feet-washing seemed wrong. 
And perhaps there was a humble part of himself that recognised his own sinfulness and thought that it just 
didn’t make sense that Jesus should wash his feet? 
And finally, to wash someone else’s feet is actually a very personal and intimate action.  Maybe there was 
some resistance to letting Jesus in so close.  He could be kept at a distance as a leader and teacher and 
miracle-worker, but this call to deep personal relationship was threatening. 
“If I do not wash you, you can have nothing in common with me.”  Jesus surely refers to cleansing people of 
sin as well.  Perhaps a part of Simon Peter’s resistance was allowing the Lord in close to purify him of his 
sins.  Simon Peter, at least responds to Jesus’ words here: “Then Lord, not only my feet, but my hands and 
my head as well!” 
As we enter these wonderful and awe-inspiring liturgies of Holy Week, we are reminded of the step down 
from the executive lounge into service, bottle of Domestos in hand.  And we are also reminded that Jesus is 
calling us into deeper personal relationship, to be cleansed of our sins. 
In the midst of this global pandemic, we might wonder how we can go about serving others.  But all service 
begins with prayer, so we might first go about deepening our prayer life.  We can be preparing too for the 
time of Resurrection when the crisis abates, so that we can go back to serving others in a more grateful and 
dedicated way. 
(Thank You Fr Kevin) 
 


