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8th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you have all been able to access the regular updates that have been posted weekly on the Sacred Heart 

website, ParentMail and on our Twitter page. I’m taking this opportunity to send you a physical copy of this 

week’s letter by post as we are also enclosing a brief school report for each child. The reports are different 

than they usually are due to the circumstances of the pandemic but I felt it was important that you received a 

record of your child’s achievements during their time in school this academic year.  

 

Year 6 

We wish Year 6 children lots of happiness as they move on to High School. I’m so pleased that some were 

able to take up the offer of returning to school.  The teachers have remained in contact with all the children 

whether at school or at home and we are very proud of the way they have handled this difficult time. I know 

they have been disappointed about the fact that they did not get the chance to perform the end of year show or 

visit Ghyll Head. It’s sad that they have missed these opportunities but I expect they have also gained a lot 

from their experiences at home too.  

We will ensure that every Year 6 child leaves Sacred Heart with a keepsake of this momentous time in their 

lives and their final assembly will be logged in the history books! It may be possible that we celebrate Mass 

before the end of term but Fr Kevin is still working through the procedures for reopening church. I’ll keep you 

updated on this.  

We will remember Year 6 in our prayers – particularly in September when they begin an exciting new journey. 

 

Welcome Back 

I am delighted to welcome back to school some of our teachers who have been taking maternity leave. Mrs 

Bancroft returned on Monday and Mrs Enright and Mrs Halls will both return next week. We have already 

welcomed back Mrs Brooks in April. All the babies are growing fast and we will ensure that all our Mums 

have a happy return to school. It’s going to be wonderful to have them all back. 

 

Thank You Teachers 

Unfortunately, we have to say goodbye to some teachers and teaching assistants that have been covering 

maternity leave or supporting children’s learning. Thank you to Miss Rattigan, Miss Hussein, Mrs Loghue 

and Mr Redpath. What a year it has been for them. They have all become part of a wonderful team and we’re 

very sad to see them go. I would like to thank them for everything they have done for our children and families 

and wish them happiness and luck in their future careers. 

 

Mrs Meadows 

Another member of staff is moving on to enjoy new adventures after many dedicated years of service. Mrs 

Meadows has worked at Sacred Heart for 42 years, mainly in the Nursery. I know many of you as parents 

remember her looking after you with warmth and love and she has continued to do so for your children. Mrs 

Meadows has been a typical ‘Sacred Heart’ family member and has been an excellent role model to us all.  
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She will be invited back to school in the Autumn term so that we can thank her for her years of service. If you 

would like to send any messages to Mrs Meadows you can do so by emailing the above email address or by 

posting a note in the red box in the school office. The office is always open between 10 and 12 Monday to 

Thursday. 

 

Key Worker Group 

We will also say goodbye to our keyworker group at the end of term. The keyworker group has been running 

since 23rd March and the children have enjoyed a very special time together over the last few months. They 

will leave with lots of happy memories of a rather strange time in school! 

 

Year 1 Return 

This week we have been delighted to welcome some of our Year 1 children back to school. They have all been 

exceptional at applying all our new safety rules. The children have grown so much and surprised us at how 

quickly they have settled back into class with positivity and lots of smiles. We also had the opportunity to see 

Reception children along with parents when they attended our special transition sessions. This was a good 

opportunity to meet the Year 1 teachers in preparation for September. Thank you to all those that attended. It 

was lovely to see you. Hopefully all parents will have received a call from your child’s new class teacher 

introducing themselves and checking you are all ok.  

 

Full Opening of School in September 

Last week we finally received the new Government Guidance for the Full Opening of Schools in September. 

Since that time, we have been working hard on planning the re organisation of the school structures and 

systems. This is a big task but we are making good headway. So far, we have managed to establish ‘bubbles’, 

start and finish times, plan lunchtime and break time arrangements and plan some adaptions to the facilities 

in school. We still have a lot to get through but I can assure you that Sacred Heart will be open to all children 

in September.  

The planning of our new systems and structures will be complete before the end of July and I will ensure you 

receive all the necessary information. I will also update our Covid-19 risk assessments in light of all the 

changes taking place now and throughout the summer and a copy will be available on the school website. 

 

Google Classroom 

Don’t forget that teachers will continue to post lessons onto google classroom for children to access if they 

choose. There is no obligation whatsoever to do this but the resource is there for anyone that would like to 

use it. I’m sure you will continue to support your child with their reading so that they can continue to 

develop their reading skills. Class teachers will not be available for contact from July 18th to September 1st. 

 

Finally 

I would like to say a personal thank you to all parents and children for your bravery, kindness and support 

throughout this year. The teachers, support staff, governors, cleaners and kitchen staff have all been amazing 

too during this time of increased anxiety. Staff, parents and children have experienced significant changes to 

their usual roles and continued to work with great determination in order to ensure the safety and wellbeing 
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of those around us. I am so proud of everybody at Sacred Heart. The teachers have delivered some exceptional 

online learning with the support from teaching assistants and admin staff. The children have responded with 

energy and enthusiasm. Staff have willingly offered services beyond what is expected of them in normal times 

and done this with love and care. Together, with you as parents, we have all done well to live out our School 

Mission and share our message that ‘Every Heart is Sacred’. 

 

I’ll write again before the end of July via the website and ParentMail with the risk assessment, details of new 

September systems and structures and the exact start date and time for your child to begin the new academic 

year. 

 

I do ask that you continue your prayers for everybody within the school community so that our next step 

towards the wider reopening of the school for all children goes smoothly. Please continue to be patient with 

us. Managing our new systems will require everybody to work together and adhere to new systems. We will 

all have to continue to be open to change and be kind to each other! 

 

God bless, 

 

 

 

S. Walker 

Headteacher 
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